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“Roman Priestesses: the Case of Metilia Acte”

Sonia Mucznik 

Asaph 4 (1999) 61-78. 10 b/w.  


The sarcophagus of Metilia Acte, priestess of Magna Mater, and her husband Junius Euhodus was found at Ostia.  Mucznik analyzes the dedicatory inscription to determine the duties of a priestess of the Magna Mater and the social significance of this position.  She points out that as holding the office was a costly activity, Metilia probably enjoyed a high social and economic status.

Marriage

Edmunds, Susan, Prudence Jones, Gregory Nagy.  Text and Textile: An Introduction to Wool-Working for Readers of Greek and Latin.  DVD. Department of Classics, Rutgers University, 2004.


This DVD presents illustrations of wool-working (carding, spinning, weaving) found on vase paintings, reliefs, etc.  It includes demonstrations of drop-spindle spinning and weaving on a warp-weighted loom and discusses the social and economics of textile production.

General

Rowlandson, Jane, ed.  Women and Society in Greek and Roman Egypt: A Sourcebook.  Cambridge University Press:  Cambridge, 1998.  ISBN 0-521-58815-4. 406 pp.  3 maps.  7 figures. 49 b/w.  


Chapters focus on the following topics:  royalty and religion; family matters; status and law; economic activities; being female (birth, education, marriage, health).  Eleven scholars present 289 translated sources from texts, papyri, and inscriptions to document the lives of women, whether queens or slaves.  Each chapter contains an introductory essay; each source has its own introduction.  Sources are keyed to illustrations where appropriate.  The volume contains a concordance of texts, bibliography, index.

Marriage, State

Gillison, Linda W.  “Agrippina Laborum Periculorum Socia,” Syllecta Classica 14 (2003) 121-141.


Gillison analyzes Tacitus’ presentation of Agrippina and how he uses his depiction of Thusnelda and other German women as parallels to represent the maternal and wifely virtues valued during the Republic.  In doing so, Tacitus dissociates Agrippina from her father-in-law Tiberius in order to link her more closely to her husband.

CLASS

George, Michele. “Race, Racism, and Status:  Images of Black Slaves in the Roman Empire,” Syllecta Classica 14 (2003) 161-185. 8 b/w.


George points out that images of black slaves evoked exotic locales and signified their masters’ wealth and social status.  Black slaves were also thought to have apotropaic powers.  Though the article is on black slaves generally, one of the illustrations shows black slaves who may be women.

state

Forbis, Elizabeth P. “Women’s Public Image in Italian Honorary Inscriptions,” AJA 3.4 (1990) 493-512.


The personal and domestic virtues of women are often described on their tombstones.  Forbis examines women’s virtues in Italian honorary inscriptions in the first three centuries CE and shows that members of Italian municipalities created an image for aristocratic women quite different from those images found in epitaphs.  The honorary inscriptions emphasize the public generosity and wealth of these women who became public benefactresses.  Forbis points out that in the later decades of this period as the number of male benefactors decreased, the importance of female benefactors increased.

general

McNamara, Jo Ann.  “Matres patriae/ Matres Ecclesiae: Women of Rome,” in Renate Bridenthal, Susan Mosher Stuard, Merry E. Wiesner, eds., Becoming Visible: Women in European History, pp. 76-103.  Boston, New York: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1998 3d. ed.  ISBN 0-395-79625-3.  1 b/w.


McNamara focuses on the changes in women’s lives that occurred during the Roman empire as laws moderated Roman patriarchy and women gained control of their money and were able to establish themselves in positions of political influence.  She also examines the role of women in religious innovations, including how women used Christianity as a way of attaining their aspirations.

