
Authors of Latin Passages in  
The Worlds of Roman Women and Companion  

 
 

Anonymous: De Sulpicia 1 (Tibullus, Carmina III) (Body); Inscriptions from CLE, CIL, 
ILS (Body, Childhood, Class, Family, Flirtation, Marriage, Religion, State, 
Work) 

 
Asconius: Quintus Asconius Pedianus, grammarian and historian, (c. 9 BCE-76 CE); 

work: Ciceronis in Pisonem Enarratio Orationis; selection (Family) 
 
Augustine:  Aurelius Augustinus, church father (354-430 CE); works: Confessiones, De 

Civitate Dei, Epistulae, various treatises; selection from Confessiones, on Monica 
(Marriage) 

 
Cato the Elder: Marcus Porcius Cato, statesman, senator, censor, and farmer (234-149 

BCE); work: De Re Rustica; selection on the farmer’s wife. (Work) 
 
Catullus: G. Valerius Catullus, poet (c. 84-54 BCE): work: Carmina; selections 

(Flirtation) 
 
Celsus: Aulus Cornelius Celsus, polymath, (fl. 14-37 CE); work: encyclopedia on 

agriculture, rhetoric, military science, and philosophy, of which only De 
Medicina survives; selection on women’s health (Body) 

 
Cicero: Marcus Tullius Cicero, orator, consul, man of letters (106-43 BCE); work: 

orations, rhetorical treatises, philosophical works, letters; selections on Clodia 
(Family), on Laelia (Learning) 

 
Columella: L. Iunius Moderatus Columella, (mid-1st century CE); work: De Re Rustica; 

selection on slave mothers, the vilica (Work) 
 
Cornelia: Cornelia, daughter of Scipio Africanus, wife of Tiberius Sempronius 

Gracchus, mother of Sempronia, Tiberius and Gaius Gracchus (2nd century BCE); 
selection from her letters (Nepos, De Viris Illustribus) (Family) 

 
Furia Spes: a freedwoman of the 1/2nd century CE who authored a long epitaph on a 

costly marble tombstone for her husband. Her sentiments reflect conventional 
attitudes but her voice is distinguished by details of affection and sorrow. 

 
Gaius: Gaius, jurist (2nd century CE); work: Institutiones and other legal compilations; 

selection on tutela (guardianship) (State) 
 
Gellius: Aulus Gellius, scholar (2nd century CE); work: Noctes Atticae; selections on 

choosing Vestals (Childhood), on breast-feeding (Body) 
 
Horace: Quintus Horatius Flaccus, poet (65-8 BCE); work: Carmina, epistles, satires; 

selections on moral corruption (State), on Lydia (Flirtation) 
 
Juvenal: Marcus Junius Juvenalis, satiric poet (ca. 65-127 CE); work: Saturae; selection 

on the intellectual woman (Learning) 
 
 



Livy: Titus Livius, historian (59 BCE to 17 CE); work: Ab Urbe Condita, originally 142 
books, of which 35 are extant; selections on Pudicitia, Tullia, Sophonisba, 
Hispala Faecenia, Tarpeia, Tanaquil (Body, Class, Family, Religion, State ) 

 
Lucan: M. Annaeus Lucanus, poet (39-65 CE); work: Bellum Civile; selection on 

Cornelia, Pompey's wife (Marriage) 
 
Lucretius: Titus Lucretius Carus, poet, philosopher (ca. 94-55 BCE); work: De Rerum 

Natura; selection on true loveliness (Body), on Venus (Flirtation) 
 
Macrobius: Ambrosius Theodosius Macrobius, statesman and author (fl. late fourth 

/early fifth century CE); work: Saturnalia; selections on Julia, daughter of 
Augustus, religious duties of the bride (Body, Family, Religion) 

 
Martial: Marcus Valerius Martialis, poet (ca. 40-104 CE); work: Epigrammata, Liber 

spectaculorum; varied selections (Childhood, Learning, Marriage, Work) 
 
Naevius: Gnaeus Naevius, poet (3rd century BCE); work: comedies, tragedies, epic poem 

Bellum Poenicum, from which only fragments survive; selection from a lost 
comedy (Childhood) 

 
Nepos: Cornelius Nepos, historian, biographer (ca. 99-24 BCE); work: De Viris 

Illustribus and others surviving only in fragments; selections from the letters of 
Cornelia (Family), on Greek and Roman women (Class) 

 
Ovid: Publius Ovidius Naso, poet (43 BCE to 17 CE); work: Amores, Heroides, Ars 

Amatoria, Metamorphoses, Fasti, Tristia; selections from Amores; Ars Amatoria, 
Fasti, Tristia (Body, Family, Flirtation, Learning, State) 

 
Petronius: Petronius Arbiter, satirical novelist (1st century CE); work: Satyricon; 

selection on Fortunata (Family), on gladiatrices (Work) 
 
Plautus: Titus Maccius Plautus, comic playwright (fl. 205-184 BCE); work: 21 surviving 

comedies; selections from Menaechmi, Epidicus, Cistellaria (Marriage, Body, 
Work) 

 
Pliny the Elder: Gaius Plinius Secundus (maior), scholar (23-79 CE); work: Naturalis 

Historia, and other lost technical treatises; selections (Body, Work) 
 
Pliny the Younger: Gaius Plinius Caecilius Secundus (minor), lawyer, statesman, man of 

letters (ca. 61-112 CE) work: Epistulae, Panegyricus; selections from Epistulae 
(Childhood, Learning, Marriage, Body), from Panegyricus on Plotina  and Ulpia 
Marciana (Family, Marriage) 

 
Propertius: Sextus Propertius, poet (ca. 54-2 BCE); work: Elegiae; selections on the 

meretrix, writing tablets, Cornelia (Family, Flirtation) 
 
Quintilian: Marcus Fabius Quintilianus, teacher of rhetoric (ca. 30/5-100 CE); work 

Institutio Oratoria in ten books; selection on women’s elegant speech (Learning) 
 
Sallust: Gaius Sallustius Crispus, historian (86-35 BCE); work: Bellum Catilinae, Bellum 

Iugurthinum, Historiae; selection from Bellum Catilinae  Sempronia (State) 
 
 
 



Seneca: Lucius Annaeus Seneca, man of letters, philosopher, tutor of Nero (ca.4 BCE-65 
CE); work: Dialogi (ethical treatises), tragedies; selection from Ad Helviam on 
grieving women, on his aunt (Family) 

 
Silius: Silius Italicus, statesman, poet (26-101 CE); work, Punica; selection on famous 

Roman women (State) 
 
Statius: Publius Papinius Statius, poet (c. 45-96 CE); work:  Thebaid, Achilleid, Silvae;  
 selections on Stella and Violentilla (Body), on gladiatrices (Work) 
 
Suetonius: Gaius Suetonius Tranquillus, historian, biographer (70-c. 130 CE); work: De 

Viris Illustribus, De Vita Caesarum, others now lost; selections on education 
(Learning), on gladiatrices (Work) 

 
Sulpicia 1: Sulpicia, daughter of Servius Sulpicius Rufus, love poet (fl. late 1st century 

BCE); work: Elegidia; Elegies 1-6 (Flirtation) 
 
Sulpicia 2: Sulpicia, wife of Calenus, poet (1st century CE); work: poetry, now lost; 

selection: fragment on a woman writing epic; tribute by Martial, Epigrammata 
10.35 (Learning, Marriage) 

 
Tacitus: Cornelius Tacitus, historian (ca. 56-115 CE); work: Agricola, Annales, 

Dialogus, Germania, Historiae; selections from Agricola, Annales, Dialogus, on 
mothers and wives, gladiatrices (Family, Flirtation, Marriage, State, Work) 

 
Terentia: Terentia, upper-class Roman woman (2nd century CE); work unknown; 

selection: fragment of an epigraphical poem to her brother (Family) 
 
Ulpian: Dometius Ulpianus, jurist (d. 228 CE); Epitome; excerpt on social class and 

prostitution (Class) 
 
Valerius Maximus: Valerius Maximus, historian (fl. 14-37 CE); work: Factorum ac 

Dictorum Memorabilium; selections on exemplary women (Marriage, Body, 
Family, Class) 

 
Vergil: Publius Vergilius Maro, poet (70-19 BCE); work: Aeneis, Georgica, Ecloga; 

selections from Aeneis on the housewife, Dido, Camilla (Family, Religion, State) 
 


